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The number of
Inuktitut speakers
in Ontario is
increasing due to
migration of Inuit
away from Inuit
Nunangat.

The United Nations has declared 2019 as International Year of Indigenous
Languages. The international observance aims to raise awareness of the
consequences of the endangerment of Indigenous languages around the world.
It is hoped this year-long initiative will establish a link between language,
development, peace and true reconciliation.
Tungasuvvingat Inuit has presented “Uqausivut Sanngijuutilavut (Keeping Our
Language Strong): Recommendations for an Ontario Inuktitut Strategy” to the
Ministry of Education. Uqausivut Sanngijuutilavut was developed to address the
need for a provincial strategic plan to protect and strengthen Inuktitut in Ontario.
The Recommendations describe the benefits of undertaking Inuktitut protection
and identify key action items which could strengthen Inuktitut in the province.
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The recommendations in the report are based on community engagements held in
languages in different parts of the province, as well as extensive research into best practices for
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Indigenous language revitalization. Key recommendations include an Inuktitut
Language Centre dedicated to Inuktitut learning and promotion, teacher-training
to increase the number of Inuktitut teachers in the province, language nests and
child-focused language programs, an adult Inuktitut immersion program, and an
increase of Inuktitut print, radio, television and digital media in Ontario.
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Tungasuvvingat Inuit is optimistic that the Ontario Ministry of Education
will carefully review and accept the recommendations set out in
Uqausivut Sanngijuutilavut.
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For more information contact, Joël Lamoureux, Communications Manager, 613.299.4684 - coms@tungasuvvingatinuit.ca
Tungasuvvingat Inuit is the only Inuit-specific service organization of it's kind in Canada offering 20+ highly integrated, front-line programs and services to urban Inuit
in Ontario. Tungasuvvingat Inuit is a one-stop resource centre to meet the rapidly growing, complex and evolving needs of Inuit in Ontario and is recognized as a leading advocate for
urban Inuit and is prominent within the framework of national Inuit organizations

